Two sets of experiments were carried out with C57BL/6 (C57) and DBA/2 (DBA) mice tested in a one-trial inhibitory avoidance task. In the first set C57 and DBA mice were injected posttraining with saline or with the D1 DA receptor antagonist SCH 23390 and then with saline, cocaine (5 mg/kg), MK-801 (0.1 mg/kg), or with a combination of these two drugs. Cocaine enhanced retention in the C57 strain and impaired it in the DBA strain, and MK-801 potentiated the effects of cocaine in both strains. Furthermore, pretreatment with SCH 23390 completely antagonized the potentiation of the effects of cocaine exerted by MK-801. In the second set of experiments mice belonging to these same two strains were injected posttraining with vehicle or with the D2 DA receptor antagonist (-)-sulpiride and then with saline, cocaine (5 mg/kg), MK-801 (0.1 mg/kg), or with a combination of these two drugs. Pretreatment with the D2 DA receptor antagonist completely antagonized in both strains the potentiation of the effect of cocaine exerted by MK-801. The results of the present research show that the noncompetitive NMDA receptor antagonist MK-801 enhances the effect of cocaine on retention performance in C57 and DBA mice and that dopaminergic mechanisms are involved in this potentiation.
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